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The education of Maasai children is complicated by several factors: (1) the
isolation of their villages; (2) all too many children coming to school hungry;
(3) the fact that more than 80% of the girls do not pursue education beyond the
primary level; and (4) the fact that the indigenous language of the Maasai, Maa,
is not allowed to be spoken in schools supported by the government, resulting
in a high proportion of young children not understanding the instruction. To
address these problems, the independent Maasai Girls’ School was established
in March 2008. It is located on the northern border of the Maasai Mara Game
Reserve in southwest Kenya and serves 175 girls between the ages of 5 and 12
years. For more information, see http://maasaichildrensinitiative.org/.

Abraham Bergman, MD

Call for Photographs

Archives of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine is always
seeking interesting cover photographs. Since many of our
readers are excellent amateur photographers, we would
appreciate submissions of high-quality photographs.
Please e-mail them as attachments in .jpg or .tif format
to archpediatrics@jama-archives.org or, if necessary, mail
them to Archives of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine,
University of Washington, Child Health Institute, 6200
NE 74th St, Ste 120B, Seattle, WA 98115-8160. Contact
Suzanne Shuey, editorial manager, with any questions
at (206) 685-3573.
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